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have been adopted in East Bengal. They must have read Mau*
lana Saheb's statement and the statement issued by the ex-Pre-
sident of the All India Majlis-e-Ahrar. They had said that
Islam did not permit forcible conversions' or abduction and moles-
tation of women.

New Delhi, 27-10-'46
Harijan, 3-11-1946
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NQT SWORD BUT CHARACTER '
Addressing a gathering of women who had assembled at |he,
courtyard of the house where he is residing at Chandipur, Gandhi-
ji said that women should depend on God 'and on their own
strength and not on others. They should be more courageous
and should have more confidence in their own strength. If they
were afraid, they would fall easy victims to the onslaughts of
the miscreants.
"Indian women are not abalas. They are famous for their
heroic deeds of the past, which they did not achieve with the
help of the sword, but" of character. Even today they can help
the nation in many ways. They can do some useful work by
which they can not only help themselves, but also the nation as
a whole, thereby taking the country nearer her goal."
Gandhiji told them that not the men 'of Noakhali only were
responsible for all that had happened, but women too were
, equally responsible.   He asked them all to be fearless and have-
faith in God like Draupadi and Sita of the past.
Harijan, 26-1-1947